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めざせ 1 級！ 英語上級者への道 ～Listen and Speak Ⅲ～  

第 10 回 公正な取引？ 

＜Script＞  

 

 

 1  Dialogue for Introduction 

 

T: Good morning, Edward! I see you are in your jogging attire. Going out for a healthy 

morning run? 

E: Yes, I am. In addition, I’m following the old adage which advises one to “dress for success”!  

T: You do look the part! High-end running shoes, a stylish baseball cap, lightweight shorts 

and tank-top and...er...a backpack! What’s in that? 

E: Bananas! Delicious, ripe bananas! 

T: Er...I thought you were going for a run! I know you have many monkeys in your area, but 

do you feel you have to feed them as you trot your way to better health? 

E: Not at all! Bananas are the quintessential runner’s food. They contain essential nutrients 

such as vitamin B6, potassium and magnesium. Besides, Tets, supermarkets in my area 

seem to be involved in a delightful banana price war. Prices have been falling all week! It’s 

actually the reason I started jogging again!  

T: You may be enjoying your discounted bananas at the expense of others! 

E: I knew you’d try to make me feel guilty! Look, Tets! I am a great supporter of the rights of 

people working in impoverished countries, but this lovely yellow fruit has the approval of the 

Fairtrade Foundation! The final distributors have actually paid a premium to support the 

growers. 

T: There may be more to your low-cost bananas than meets the eye, Edward! Do you know 

that... 

E: Halt! Say no more. Don’t slip on your usual banana peel! We should let our listeners hear 

this all for themselves.  

T: You are right! Are you ready listeners? Let’s begin!  
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 2  Listen to the passage and answer the two questions that follow. 

 

 A Fair Deal?  （2014-1- 1st  E, No. 19, 20） 

When consumers in wealthy countries purchase products certified by the Fairtrade 

Foundation, they pay a small premium. The foundation requires producer organizations in 

developing countries to use profits from the premium to improve the conditions and rights of 

their growers and workers. Some analysts, however, say this does not always happen. For 

example, a significant percentage of Fairtrade-labeled bananas from the Dominican Republic 

are harvested by illegal Haitian workers. On Fairtrade and conventional banana plantations 

alike, most Haitian workers are given no opportunities for advancement, are paid barely 

enough to eat, and have no legal status in the Dominican Republic. 

The U.K. Fairtrade Foundation acknowledges that many workers live in harsh conditions, 

but blames supermarket-chain price wars. It says that in order to attract customers, 

supermarkets are offering products such as bananas for unrealistically low prices. So even 

after receiving the small premium, Fairtrade producers are unable to improve working 

conditions. A bill recently enacted in the U.K. aims to remedy this situation by limiting 

supermarkets’ ability to artificially lower their prices. Unless the law is rigorously enforced, 

however, it will remain difficult for Fairtrade producers to ensure their products live up to 

their name. 
 

【Questions】  

Answer the following 2 questions, spending 30 seconds on each. 

 

No.1   What do some analysts say about Fairtrade products? 
No.2   What does the speaker say is the goal of the recent U.K. law? 

 

 

 (The choices below are just for reference.) 

No. 1 (19) 1  Their poor quality does not justify the price.. 

  2  Consumers often feel the premium is too high. 

  3  Sales of them do not always help workers. 

  4  Demand for them often exceeds supply. 

 

No. 2(20)  1  To penalize plantation owners who mistreat workers. 

  2  To ensure banana quality for U.K. consumers. 

  3  To monitor Fairtrade producers more closely. 

  4  To protect food producers from price wars. 
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 3  Let’s study vocabulary and expressions 

 

Listen to my Japanese and repeat after Edward 

 

1 認証する certify 

2 割増料金 premium 

3 ラベルを付ける label 

4 ハイチ人の Haitian 

5 昇進する機会 opportunity for advancement 

6 やっと、～するのに十分な barely enough to～ 

7 法的な地位 legal status 

8 ～を事実だと認める acknowledge 

9 過酷な状況 harsh conditions 

10 法案を成立させる enact a bill 

11 改善する remedy 

12 人為的に artificially 

13 厳密に rigorously 

14 執行する enforce 

15 ～にかなう live up to～ 

 

 4  Listen to the passage and once more answer the two questions that follow. 

 

A Fair Deal?  （2014-1- 1st  E, No. 19, 20） 

When consumers in wealthy countries purchase products certified by the Fairtrade 

Foundation, they pay a small premium. The foundation requires producer organizations in 

developing countries to use profits from the premium to improve the conditions and rights of 

their growers and workers. Some analysts, however, say this does not always happen. For 

example, a significant percentage of Fairtrade-labeled bananas from the Dominican Republic 

are harvested by illegal Haitian workers. On Fairtrade and conventional banana plantations 

alike, most Haitian workers are given no opportunities for advancement, are paid barely 

enough to eat, and have no legal status in the Dominican Republic. 

The U.K. Fairtrade Foundation acknowledges that many workers live in harsh conditions, 

but blames supermarket-chain price wars. It says that in order to attract customers, 

supermarkets are offering products such as bananas for unrealistically low prices. So even 
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after receiving the small premium, Fairtrade producers are unable to improve working 

conditions. A bill recently enacted in the U.K. aims to remedy this situation by limiting 

supermarkets’ ability to artificially lower their prices. Unless the law is rigorously enforced, 

however, it will remain difficult for Fairtrade producers to ensure their products live up to 

their name. 
 

【Questions】  

Answer the following 2 questions, spending 30 seconds on each. 

 

No.1   What do some analysts say about Fairtrade products? 
No.2   What does the speaker say is the goal of the recent U.K. law? 

 

 

 5  Repetition and Interpretation Drill 

 

The passage is read with pauses and Japanese interpretation. 

 

1) Repeat during each pause. Practice again and again until your repetition becomes perfect. 

2) Listen and interpret during the pauses. You should finish your interpretation before the 

model interpretation starts. Practice again and again. 

3) Shadowing and Interpretation. While listening to English, shadow the part in English. 

During the pauses, interpret into Japanese. 

 

A Fair Deal?   

When consumers in wealthy countries purchase products / 

certified by the Fairtrade Foundation, / 

they pay a small premium. // 

The foundation requires producer organizations in developing countries / 

to use profits from the premium / 

to improve the conditions and rights of their growers and workers. // 

Some analysts, however, say this does not always happen. // 

For example, / 

a significant percentage of Fairtrade-labeled bananas from the Dominican Republic / 

are harvested by illegal Haitian workers. // 

On Fairtrade and conventional banana plantations alike, / 
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most Haitian workers are given no opportunities for advancement, / 

are paid barely enough to eat, / 

and have no legal status in the Dominican Republic. // 

The U.K. Fairtrade Foundation acknowledges / 

that many workers live in harsh conditions, / 

but blames supermarket-chain price wars. // 

It says that in order to attract customers, / 

supermarkets are offering products such as bananas / 

for unrealistically low prices. // 

So even after receiving the small premium, / 

Fairtrade producers are unable to improve working conditions. // 

All bill recently enacted in the U.K. aims to remedy this situation / 

by limiting supermarkets’ ability to artificially lower their prices. // 

Unless the law is rigorously enforced, however, / 

it will remain difficult for Fairtrade producers / 

to ensure their products live up to their name. // 

 

 6  Model answers 

 

Listen to the models and compare with your answers 

 

T: Now, Edward, what are your answers? No. 1, ‘What do some analysts say about Fairtrade 

products?’ 

E: Some analysts say that even though a premium is paid on Fairtrade items, the money 

sometimes fails to reach the actual workers.  

T: Thank you. What is your answer for question No. 2, ‘What does the speaker say is the goal 

of the recent U.K. law?’ 

E: The recent legislation in the U.K. aims to make Fairtrade practices more effective by 

limiting supermarkets’ ability to artificially lower prices.  

T: Thank you. 
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 7  Challenge 1 

 

T: Now, Edward is going to make a statement about the article. Please express your 

agreement or disagreement with this statement. You should continue to speak for at least 30 

seconds. 

E: The other day, I found some pineapples labeled as a Fairtrade product. They were 

actually a little more expensive than some other pineapples on a different display counter.  

Logically enough, I decided to buy the cheaper of the two. They certainly seemed to be of 

equal quality.  Why should I pay more?  

 

E: Model. Now, let’s listen to . He will show you a model. Listen and compare with your 

answer. 

T: Next time, please buy the Fairtrade products. They are a little more expensive because 

the prices do include a premium. The Fairtrade Foundation certifies them as fair-trade 

products and collect this premium from consumers. These funds will then go to producer 

organizations in developing countries with the intention of improving working conditions 

there. By purchasing Fairtrade products, you can make a small but significant contribution 

to improving the living conditions of people working in difficult circumstances.   

 

 8  Challenge 2 

 

E: Please listen. Disagree with the following statement for at least one minute. Your 

statement should include some points introduced in the passage that you have listened to. 

Ready? 

 

T: The Fairtrade Foundation seems to be doing a great job. They are effectively helping to 

improve living conditions of workers in developing countries. Simply by insisting on the 

Fairtrade label, we can start to quickly close the gap between the developed and developing 

nations. Isn’t that worth the small difference in price?  

 

T: Model. Now let’s listen to Edward. He is going to show you a model. Listen and compare 

with your statement. 
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E: I do agree that the foundation is doing a good job. However, there are some problems. In 

the Dominican Republic, for example, there are many illegal workers involved in growing 

bananas. These workers are (sadly) without any legal status and therefore have almost no 

opportunity for advancement. Money from the foundation doesn’t reach them.  

Second, price wars are disempowering the system. For example, many supermarkets 

artificially lower prices of products from developing countries in order to compete in price 

wars with their rivals. These products are often sold at unrealistically low prices. The 

producers cannot make a meaningful profit even after receiving the premium from 

consumers. Working conditions therefore remain unimproved.  

The UK government enacted a bill to limit supermarkets’ ability to artificially lower prices.  

I hope this law will be rigorously enforced and this sad situation will be remedied. 

 

 

 9  Closing Dialogue 

 

T: How do you feel about your bargain basement bananas now, my jogging friend? 

E: Ahh...I’ve become a true believer in Fairtrade products. I could never look a cheap banana 

in the face again. 

T: Good lad! Let’s support our friends around the world. 

E: The article does raise some interesting points though about the efficacy of Fairtrade 

practices. I’m sure our listeners will have their own opinions. 

T: It is an issue well worth some serious thought. In the meantime, since you’ve already 

purchased them...might I... 

E: Would you care for a banana?! Just say so! Here! Have two! I’ve got a backpack full!  

T: Thank you, Edward!  

E: And: It’s the close of another great season here at our Eiken podcast. Thank YOU 

listeners for all your efforts this past year.  

T: Indeed! On that note we’ll say: With English, the world is your oyster! 

E&T: Just open it!! 
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★講師陣プロフィール★ 

 

◇中西 哲彦 （Tets Nakanishi） 

日本福祉大学国際福祉開発学部准教授、アルファ英語会顧問、NPO 愛知善意ガイドネット

ワーク理事。 

愛知教育大学出身。三重県立高校、大手英語学校を経て、現在、小学生～社会人まで幅広い

層を対象に英語を指導している。英検セミナー派遣講師として各地の特別授業や英語教育セ

ミナーにて活躍。2007 年度まで、5 年間にわたって三重県英語教員集中研修講師も務めた。 

 

◇エドワード・スクラグス （Edward Scruggs） 

テネシー出身。比較文学の分野で博士号、音楽の分野で修士号。 

翻訳、英語教授に大活躍し、現在、椙山女学園大学国際コミュニケーション学部准教授を務

めるほかアルファ英語会（津市）アドバイザーとしても活躍中。 

 


