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We live in an increasingly complex and dangerous world, facing threats such as
global warming, drought, and religious extremism. There is no better time for Japan to
stand up and make a greater impact on world affairs.

The environment should be a major focus. Japan should consider, for example,
supplying developing nations with solar energy technology to help them keep CO2
emissions down. This would help those countries develop as well as protect the
environment for everyone else: a win-win situation.

Secondly, as a nation that has experienced nuclear war, Japan should be at the
4 |forefront of the nuclear disarmament movement. Additionally, Japan should use its
expertise as a user of nuclear power to help nations develop nuclear energy safely,
while pushing them to sign treaties forbidding the production of nuclear weapons.

Finally, Japan should play a bigger role in the fight against terrorism. Unfortunately,
Japan's post-World War Il constitution means that its defense forces currently play
only a very limited role. This needs to be reconsidered as the world is a very different
place than it was 65 years ago. As the saying goes, actions speak louder than words,
and future generations will rightly be angry if Japan does not act now to make the
world a safer place.
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