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<EXR=EDOHI>

The arrival of humans on the Galapagos Islands in the late 18th century was a disaster for the tortoises. When sailors

2 who had spent months at sea reached the islands, they wanted fresh meat, and the giant tortoises were easy to catch.
)

Scientists also took away many of these unusual animals for research and to display in zoos. The biggest problem, though,

was the rats that came on the ships with the sailors. Although rats were not a threat to adult tortoises, they ate the tortoises’

eggs and babies.

Humans came to the Galapagos Islands in the late 1700s, and this was bad for the tortoises. Sailors who had been at sea

for a long time wanted fresh meat, and the big tortoises were easy to catch. Scientists also took many to study and show in

zoos. The biggest problem was the rats from the sailors’ ships. Rats did not harm adult tortoises, but they ate the eggs and

baby tortoises. This was a big threat to the tortoises’ survival.
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<EHRIDHI>

What caused the number of tortoises to become fewer after humans arrived?

1 Tortoises were taken away to be studied by scientists.
2 Many tortoises were sold for their expensive shells.

3 Diseases from humans killed many tortoises in zoos.
4 Humans ate a lot of tortoise meat and baby tortoises.

Why did the number of tortoises become smaller?

p 2%& 1 Tortoises were taken away for study.
2 Humans killed tortoises to sell their shells.

3 Many tortoises became sick and died.
4 People enjoyed eating tortoise eggs.
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