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（*上記はあくまでも解答例です。）

1級リスニング

Drug patents give pharmaceutical firms a temporary monopoly that helps them afford the investment
requisite for producing novel medicines. Moreover, one downstream consequence of this system is that
pharmaceutical companies are able to continue charging high fees for drugs by making minor tweaks to
them to be awarded new patents. Now, to prevent such practices that go against the spirit of the system,
some lawmakers recommend stricter criteria for the issuing of new patents to clamp down on
monopolies and promote more medical breakthroughs. Unfortunately, however, the pharmaceutical
industry has more abundant resources than reformers and is fighting their efforts, so making headway
with reforms will be an uphill battle.

Issues of budget allocation are always contentious, but it is my firm belief that the Japanese
government must actively pursue a policy of providing more financial aid to foreign countries in need.
Economic stability, soft power, and goodwill are among the rewards Japan will reap by doing so.

Firstly, foreign aid provides stability to the recipient nation. This is not only a moral imperative, as it
reduces death and human suffering, but also a practical one. By addressing famine or disease, for
instance, unrest can be reduced, stimulating local economies. In our globalized era, these benefits will
also be felt in Japan.

Additionally, providing more foreign aid would be an opportunity for Japan to increase its soft power
around the world. By befriending the people of foreign nations, Japan’s global presence will strengthen.
In the long-term, this could lead to alliances that allow Japan to better realize its goals on the world
stage.

Finally, increasing foreign aid would create a wellspring of goodwill towards Japan. By providing aid
to those in need, Japan is more likely to receive such aid when the shoe is on the other foot. Given the
uncertain nature of the modern age, such insurance is not to be underestimated.

To conclude, the Japanese government would do both itself and the world at large a great service by
increasing the funding it dedicates to foreign aid. Only through unity with others can we ensure a bright
future.
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