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めざせ 1 級！ 英語上級者への道 ～Listen and Speak Ⅲ～  
第 2 回 ネズミの歌 

 ＜Script＞  

 

 1  Dialogue for Introduction 

 

E: Tets, I have a question for you!  

T: Please feel free to ask me anything at all. 

E: For many years, I’ve been wondering about the way that television and radio commercials 

in Japan often feature women with very high-pitched voices. They sound like mice! Do  

people here find that attractive? 

T: Yes… I would say that many of us do find such voices to be attractive. Don’t you think 

they’re cute?  

E: Frankly, I’ve always preferred more artistic approaches to advertising. Recently, I’ve seen 

some wonderful commercials on TV using very sophisticated songs as background music.   

T: Yes, some great tunes have been created for the sole purpose of product endorsement. 

Please, sing your favorite commercial tune for me now!  

E: Ahh… I’m afraid my sense of pitch isn’t up to actually vocalizing one just now. I’ve always 

been shy about singing!  

T: Don’t you enjoy Karaoke? It’s a national pastime here in Japan! 

E: Yes it is, and it’s a popular hunting ground for people seeking mates!  I, however, prefer to 

be as quiet as a church mouse in front of people I don’t know well. 

T: Quiet as a church mouse?!  Ah! I think you have just made the transition to our topic this 

month!  

E: Yes, I have, and a most interesting topic it is! Shall we begin? 

T: There’s no need to play cat and mouse with our listeners! Let’s dive right in!  
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 2  Listen to the passage and answer the two questions that follow. 

 

Mouse Tunes （2014-1-  A, No. 11, 12） 

 

It is known that male mice vocalize in certain situations, such as when they are seeking 

mates. Because most squeaks are too high-pitched for the human ear, however, they have 

never been studied in depth. Thanks to recent advances in audio technology, Timothy Holy 

and Zhongsheng Guo of the Washington University School of Medicine have become the first 

researchers to record and analyze the vocalizations of male mice. The scientists used 

computer software to lower the pitch of the vocalizations when analyzing the squeaks, and 

they were surprised to find that the mice seemed to be singing. 

Holy and Guo had intended to investigate how male mice responded behaviorally to 

chemical signals released by females. The males’ vocalizations were so interesting, however, 

that the researchers instead focused on them exclusively. Holy and Guo admit that mouse 

songs are less sophisticated than those of songbirds, but they do meet the two criteria that 

qualify vocalizations as songs. First, they contain different kinds of sounds. Second, they 

include recognizable phrases that are repeated, much like the chorus in a pop song. 

Researchers now hope to determine whether male mice actually have to learn these songs 

from one another as they grow up or whether they produce them instinctively. 

 

【Questions】  

Answer the following 2 questions, spending 30 seconds on each. 

 

No.1 Why were mouse vocalizations not analyzed earlier? 

No.2  What is still unknown about male mice? 

 

(The choices below are just for reference.) 

 

No.1 (11) 1 They were considered unimportant. 

  2 The required technology was unavailable. 

  3 Analyzing them was too-time consuming. 

  4 Mice rarely produce them. 

 

No.2 (12 ) 1 How their songs compare to birds’ songs. 

  2 Why they release chemical signals when singing. 

  3 Why females do not respond to their songs. 

  4 Whether their songs are genetically programmed. 
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 3  Let’s study vocabulary and expressions 

 

Listen to my Japanese and repeat after Edward 

 

1 つがいになる相手を見つける seek mates 

2 チューチュー（ネズミの鳴き声） squeak 

3 声を出す vocalize 

4 甲高い high-pitched 

5 徹底的に研究する study in depth 

6 音声処理技術 audio technology 

7 音の高さを低くする lower the pitch 

8 ～しようとする intend to ～ 

9 行動面で behaviorally 

10 全く～だけ exclusively 

11 基準を満たす meet criteria 

12 認識できる recognizable 

13 本能的に instinctively 

 

 

 4  Listen to the passage and once more answer the two questions that follow. 

 

Mouse Tunes （2014-1-  A, No. 11, 12） 

 

It is known that male mice vocalize in certain situations, such as when they are seeking 

mates. Because most squeaks are too high-pitched for the human ear, however, they have 

never been studied in depth. Thanks to recent advances in audio technology, Timothy Holy 

and Zhongsheng Guo of the Washington University School of Medicine have become the first 

researchers to record and analyze the vocalizations of male mice. The scientists used 

computer software to lower the pitch of the vocalizations when analyzing the squeaks, and 

they were surprised to find that the mice seemed to be singing. 

Holy and Guo had intended to investigate how male mice responded behaviorally to 

chemical signals released by females. The males’ vocalizations were so interesting, however, 

that the researchers instead focused on them exclusively. Holy and Guo admit that mouse 

songs are less sophisticated than those of songbirds, but they do meet the two criteria that 

qualify vocalizations as songs. First, they contain different kinds of sounds. Second, they 
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include recognizable phrases that are repeated, much like the chorus in a pop song. 

Researchers now hope to determine whether male mice actually have to learn these songs 

from one another as they grow up or whether they produce them instinctively. 

 

【Questions】  

Answer the following 2 questions, spending 30 seconds on each. 
 
No.1 Why were mouse vocalizations not analyzed earlier? 

No.2  What is still unknown about male mice? 

 

 

 5  Repetition and Interpretation Drill 

 

The passage is read with pauses and Japanese interpretation. 

 

1) Repeat during each pause. Practice again and again until your repetition becomes perfect. 

2) Listen and interpret during the pauses. You should finish your interpretation before the 

model interpretation starts. Practice again and again. 

3) Shadowing and Interpretation. While listening to English, shadow the part in English. 

During the pauses, interpret into Japanese. 

 

Mouse Tunes 

It is known that male mice vocalize in certain situations, / 

such as when they are seeking mates. // 

Because most squeaks are too high-pitched for the human ear, however, / 

they have never been studied in depth. // 

Thanks to recent advances in audio technology, / 

Timothy Holy and Zhongsheng Guo of the Washington University School of Medicine / 

have become the first researchers to record and analyze the vocalizations of male mice. // 

The scientists used computer software / 

to lower the pitch of the vocalizations when analyzing the squeaks, / 

and they were surprised to find / 

that the mice seemed to be singing. // 

 Holy and Guo had intended to investigate how male mice responded behaviorally /  

to chemical signals released by females. // 

The males’ vocalizations were so interesting, however, / 

that the researchers instead focused on them exclusively. // 

Holy and Guo admit / 
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that mouse songs are less sophisticated than those of songbirds, / 

but they do meet the two criteria that qualify vocalizations as songs. // 

First, they contain different kinds of sounds. // 

Second, they include recognizable phrases that are repeated, / 

much like the chorus in a pop song. // 

Researchers now hope to determine / 

whether male mice actually have to learn these songs / 

from one another as they grow up / 

or whether they produce them instinctively. // 

 

 

 6  Model answers 

 

Listen to the models and compare with your answers 

 

T: Now Edward, what are your answers? No.1, ‘Why were mouse vocalizations not analyzed 
earlier?' 

E: The technology needed to analyze the high-pitched vocalizations of the mice was unavailable 

until recently.  

T: Thank you. What is your answer to question No.2, ‘What is still unknown about male 
mice?' 

E: Researchers are still unsure as to whether male mice learn the tunes from other mice or 

know them instinctively.  

T: Thank you. 

 

 

 7  Challenge 1 

 

T: Now, Edward is going to make a statement about the article. Please express your 

agreement or disagreement with this statement. You should continue to speak for at least 30 

seconds. 

 

E: Some people say that mice sing. Birds do indeed sing and I love to listen to their lovely 

warbling, especially in the spring. We often hear poets praise the glories of avian melodies in 

verse. A mouse is no warbler! Those little furry guys are cute, but let’s be honest: they just 

squeak!   
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E: Model. Now, let’s listen to Tets. He will show you a model. Listen and compare with your 

answer. 

 

T: Well, some scientists have found that mice actually do sing. Their songs are much less 

sophisticated than those of birds. They certainly are not capable of singing at a level 

approaching human vocalizations. It has nevertheless been found that their squeaks include 

phrasal repetition as well as a variety of sounds. These two factors are enough to meet the 

criteria that qualify their squeaks as songs, in a scientific sense.  

 

 

 8  Challenge 2 

 

E: Please listen. Disagree with the following statement for at least one minute. Your 

statement should include some points introduced in the passage that you have listened to. 

Ready? 

 

T: Mice are very familiar to us. Though they sometimes cause serious problems, such as 

spreading fatal diseases, some are kept as pets. In addition, they are important 

experimental animals in medical and pharmaceutical research. I think scientists and 

researchers have studied them in depth and know everything about them. 

 

T: Model. Now let’s listen to Edward. He is going to show you a model. Listen and compare 

with your statement. 

 

E: I don’t think so. I heard that some scientists are involved in the serious study of mouse 

vocalizations. It has long been known that male mice respond to bio-chemical stimuli 

produced by females. Recent research now shows that males may also be involved in the 

courtship ritual through a series of vocalizations.  Their singing is not like ours, but their 

squeaks include two key factors that meet the criteria required to qualify them as songs: 

They produce different kinds of sounds and also utilize repetitive phrases. Their squeaks 

had not been studied in depth previously, as the pitch was too high for human senses.  

Recent improvements in audio technology now make these sounds available for scientific 

scrutiny. Scientists next want to determine if those patterns of squeaks are learned from 

other male mice or, instead, are acquired instinctively.  Mice are indeed familiar little 

animals, but some mysteries remain to be solved.   
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 9  Closing Dialogue 

 

T: We see another wonder of nature! Singing mice!  

E: It is a lovely thought, isn’t it! I’ve always been intrigued with the depths of nature, so 

often hidden to human beings.  

T: There is indeed much to be learned. Apropos my friend, I have a question for you!  

E: Don’t be shy about asking! 

T: Ah, but it is you who are shy! Please recall our initial conversation.  

E: Oh, my reticence to sing in front of others!  

T: Yes! Are you a man or a mouse?  

E: I must admit that if mice can do it, so can I! You are a karaoke pro, Tets! Let’s go together! 

T: That’s the spirit!   

E: I also promise that I’ll begin a scientific review of high-pitched female voices in Japanese 

media. Perhaps there is something to be learned there as well. New vistas are opening to 

me!    

T: You are a changed man! For now, the time has come to ask our listeners to consider the 

role of singing by other animals on our planet. 

E: A fine idea! The composer Paul Winters has recorded wonderful musical compositions 

using both wolf and whale songs. Truly beautiful and haunting sounds come from these 

magnificent creatures.  

T: On that note we say: 

T&E: See you next time! 

 

 

Mouse Squeaks について、さらに興味のある方は以下の URL を訪ねてみてください。 

 

★Mice squeak into song (nature.com) 

http://www.nature.com/news/2005/051031/full/news051031-2.html 

 

★Why male mice feel urge to break out into song (The Guardian) 

http://www.theguardian.com/science/2005/nov/01/research.highereducation 
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★講師陣プロフィール★ 

 

◇中西 哲彦 （Tets Nakanishi） 

日本福祉大学国際福祉開発学部准教授、アルファ英語会顧問、NPO 愛知善意ガイドネット

ワーク理事。 

愛知教育大学出身。三重県立高校、大手英語学校を経て、現在、小学生～社会人まで幅広い

層を対象に英語を指導している。英検セミナー派遣講師として各地の特別授業や英語教育セ

ミナーにて活躍。2007 年度まで、5 年間にわたって三重県英語教員集中研修講師も務めた。 

 

◇エドワード・スクラグス （Edward Scruggs） 

テネシー出身。比較文学の分野で博士号、音楽の分野で修士号。 

翻訳、英語教授に大活躍し、現在、椙山女学園大学国際コミュニケーション学部准教授を務

めるほかアルファ英語会（津市）アドバイザーとしても活躍中。 

 

 

 


