
 
1 

めざせ 1 級！ 英語上級者への道 ～Listen and Speak Ⅲ～  

第 7 回 問題を嗅ぎ分けること 

＜Script＞  

 

 1  Dialogue for Introduction 

 

T: Good morning, Edward!  Where are you going this fine morning?  

E: Ah! I am off on a labor of love. I’ve been asked to make an addition to our family! 

T: Good heavens!  Are you planning on having another child? 

E: At my age?! Hardly! Here’s a hint: I’m off to find “man’s best friend.” Can you guess what 

I’m up to? 

T: A dog! Does your son want to add a pet to your family? 

E: Indeed he does! He has been reading about bloodhounds and their keen sense of smell.  

T: What does your son want with a detection dog?  Aren’t they used mostly by the police and 

security officials? Surely you don’t have any landmines lurking around your house! 

E: No, we don’t! We do, however, have a unique…er…challenge in our family.  

T: Which is…? 

E: My wife wants to prevent us from eating too much chocolate, so she hides it very cleverly 

around the house. My son is convinced we can train our new pet to be an ally in our quest for 

the hidden goodies. What do you think, Tets? 

T: Well…You should consider the care and related expenses of adding a canine companion to 

your family. Visits to the vet can add up to a lot of money!  

E: Yes…I have thought about that. Any ideas? 

T: Actually, yes! Let me tell you about a smaller species of sniffer with a much more 

sensitive nose! The animal to which I’m referring is the… 

E: Stop! I can see now that you’re leading us to this month’s topic. Let’s please allow our 

listeners to discover this on their own. We can discuss my family’s chocolate problem after 

our study.  

T: Good advice! Here we go!  
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 2  Listen to the passage and answer the two questions that follow. 

 

Sniffing out Trouble （2014-1-  pre-1st   D, No. 19, 20） 

There are around 100 million landmines left behind in former war zones worldwide. Each 
year, thousands of people are killed by accidentally stepping on such mines. Furthermore, 
the landmines prevent land from being used for agriculture, and they disrupt transportation. 
Several methods are used to find unexploded landmines, such as detection dogs or 
mechanical detectors. A recent and more unusual project, however, uses African giant 
pouched rats.  

Just like dogs, the rats are trained to use their excellent sense of smell to find landmines 
in Mozambique. One advantage of using the rats is that they are so light they can walk over 
the landmines without them exploding. Also, dog kennels are expensive to maintain, and 
regular checks by vets are necessary to keep the dogs healthy in the harsh climate. The rats, 
on the other hand, are more resistant to disease and high temperatures. 

 
 

【Questions】  

Answer the following 2 questions, spending 30 seconds on each. 

 

No.1    What is one problem associated with landmines? 
No.2    What do we learn about African giant pouched rats? 

 

 

(The choices below are just for reference.) 

No.1 (19) 1 Mechanical detectors oftern break down. 

  2 Some governments are ingoring the issue. 

  3 They are a threat to wild animals. 

  4 They prevent the development of farming areas. 

NO.2 (20) 

  1 They often suffer fro tropical diseases. 

  2 They have a better sense of smell than dogs. 

  3 They require more training than dogs. 

  4 They can safely step on landmines. 
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 3  Let’s study vocabulary and expressions 

 

Listen to my Japanese and repeat after Edward 

 

1 地雷 landmine 

2 紛争地域 war zone 

3 偶然に、うっかり accidentally 

4 ～を踏む step on～ 

5 A が、B するのを妨げる prevent A from B 

6 混乱させる disrupt 

7 探知犬 detection dog 

8 探知機 detector 

9 アフリカオニネズミ African giant pouched rat 

10 犬の飼育施設 dog kennel 

11 獣医 vet 

12 過酷な気候 harsh climate 

13 ～に対して耐性がある resistant to～ 

 

 

 4  Listen to the passage and once more answer the two questions that follow. 

 

Sniffing out Trouble （2014-1-  pre-1st   D, No. 19, 20） 

There are around 100 million landmines left behind in former war zones worldwide. Each 
year, thousands of people are killed by accidentally stepping on such mines. Furthermore, 
the landmines prevent land from being used for agriculture, and they disrupt transportation. 
Several methods are used to find unexploded landmines, such as detection dogs or 
mechanical detectors. A recent and more unusual project, however, uses African giant 
pouched rats.  

Just like dogs, the rats are trained to use their excellent sense of smell to find landmines 
in Mozambique. One advantage of using the rats is that they are so light they can walk over 
the landmines without them exploding. Also, dog kennels are expensive to maintain, and 
regular checks by vets are necessary to keep the dogs healthy in the harsh climate. The rats, 
on the other hand, are more resistant to disease and high temperatures. 

 
 

【Questions】  

Answer the following 2 questions, spending 30 seconds on each. 
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No.1    What is one problem associated with landmines? 
No.2    What do we learn about African giant pouched rats? 

 

 

 5  Repetition and Interpretation Drill 

 

The passage is read with pauses and Japanese interpretation. 

 

1) Repeat during each pause. Practice again and again until your repetition becomes perfect. 

2) Listen and interpret during the pauses. You should finish your interpretation before the 

model interpretation starts. Practice again and again. 

3) Shadowing and Interpretation. While listening to English, shadow the part in English. 

During the pauses, interpret into Japanese. 

 

Sniffing out Trouble 

There are around 100 million landmines / 

left behind in former war zones worldwide. // 

Each year, thousands of people are killed / 

by accidentally stepping on such mines. // 

Furthermore, the landmines prevent land from being used for agriculture, / 

and they disrupt transportation. // 

Several methods are used to find unexploded landmines, / 

such as detection dogs or mechanical detectors. // 

A recent and more unusual project, however, uses African giant pouched rats. // 

Just like dogs, the rats are trained / 

to use their excellent sense of smell to find landmines in Mozambique. // 

One advantage of using the rats is / 

that they are so light they can walk over the landmines / 

without them exploding. // 

Also, dog kennels are expensive to maintain, / 

and regular checks by vets are necessary / 

to keep the dogs healthy in the harsh climate. // 

The rats, on the other hand, are more resistant / 

to disease and high temperatures. // 
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 6  Model answers 

 

Listen to the models and compare with your answers 

 

T: Now, Edward, what are your answers? No.1, ‘What is one problem associated with 

landmines?’ 

E: They prevent the cultivation of farmlands.  

T: Thank you. What is your answer for question No.2, ‘What do we learn about African giant 

pouched rats?’ 

E: Their light weight allows them to safely walk over landmines and their health is easy to 

maintain.  

T: Thank you. 

 

 

 7  Challenge 1 

 

T: Now, Edward is going to make a statement about the article. Please express your 

agreement or disagreement with this statement. You should continue to speak for at least 30 

seconds. 

 

E: I believe we are finally free of the scourge of landmines from past conflicts. The 

Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of 

Antipersonnel Mines and Their Destruction in Ottawa in 1997 must have lead to the 

deactivation of these insidious weapons. Thankfully, areas that saw such suffering in the 

past are now safe for productive human use.  

 

E: Model. Now, let’s listen to Tets. He will show you a model. Listen and compare with your 

answer. 

 

T: Sadly, that is not true. There are around 100 million landmines left in former war zones 

around the world. These mines still pose a significant threat to people living in their 

proximity. While we do have an array of technology available for the disposal of these 

weapons, the reality is that the task remains daunting. We must also rely on animals such 

as detection dogs and rats to clear old mine fields.  
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 8  Challenge 2 

 

E: Please listen. Disagree with the following statement for at least one minute. Your 

statement should include some points introduced in the passage that you have listened to. 

Ready? 

 

T: Dogs are very intelligent animals. They help us in many different ways. In addition to 

companionship, they serve as drug detection dogs, seeing-eye dogs and perform many other 

humanitarian services as well. I think if dogs receive the proper training, their keen sense of 

smell can be of great help in the effective disposal of landmines. When it comes to the sense 

of smell, no other animal species is the equal of our canine friends. 

 

T: Model. Now let’s listen to Edward. He is going to show you a model. Listen and compare 

with your statement. 

 

E: It is true that dogs are capable of helping us in variety of ways and that they do indeed 

have a keen sense of smell. Canine patrols have provided essential services in both military 

and police settings. Their utility in locating survivors in natural disasters is also well known. 

However, rats also have an excellent sense of smell and, given the proper training, they are 

also excellent for detecting landmines. I have heard that in Mozambique, they train rats to 

detect landmines. Rats are reportedly more suited for this type of task. First, as they are not 

as heavy as dogs, they can walk over landmines without triggering explosions. Second, rats 

are more resistant to harsh climate conditions than dogs. In addition, the general level of 

care and nurturing is a far greater burden with dogs than rats.  
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 9  Closing Dialogue 

 

T: Now, Edward, after reading this month’s article, wouldn't you and your son prefer a nice 

little Mozambican rat for a pet? You really should consider all the advantages! Lower 

veterinarian fees, easier care…the list goes on!  

E: Well…Yes…I see your point, but ...ugh!  A “rat” is just not something one wishes to have 

around the house.  

T: Oh, what’s in a name?!  Call your new pet a mouse if you wish.  That should conjure up 

more pleasant images of Mickey and Minnie. Your new, furry little friend can still help you 

in the battle to liberate your purloined chocolate, and without the high cost of maintaining a 

dog. I think keeping such a pet would also be a real status symbol for your family!  

E: Status symbol?! I don’t think my neighbors will applaud the introduction of a rodent into 

the neighborhood!  

T: Ah, well… perhaps a dog would suit you better.  I myself however, now have a newfound 

respect for rats. How about you listeners?  Has our topic this month changed your image of 

rodents?  

E: That is food for thought!  On that note we shall say:  

T&E: See you next time! 
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