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めざせ 1 級！ 英語上級者への道 ～Listen and Speak Ⅲ～  

第 9 回 海外での医療 

＜Script＞  

 

 

 1  Dialogue for Introduction 

 

T: Edward! Good morning, my friend!  Ahh…You have your suitcase with you. Are you going 

abroad? 

E: Yes, Tets! I’m going to Bolivia! I’m so excited! 

T: Bolivia?! Are you thinking of taking up Spanish? 

E: No! I’m taking up a new life! I’m going to Bolivia for a complete Edward overhaul! 

T: What are you talking about? 

E: I’m having a complete, full-body makeover including cosmetic surgery! Take a last look at 

this work-worn face my friend. The medical miracle workers in Bolivia have arranged a 

complete package for me, which includes airfare and accommodation, at a bargain price. 

T: I see! I’ve heard of these discount surgery packages. Bolivia is one of many countries 

offering such procedures. You don’t look so old though, Edward. Is such a trip really called 

for? 

E: Yes! I want a personal Renaissance! I’m going for the big package: rhinoplasty, some 

liposuction with a tummy tuck for good measure, a manly facelift, some dental work and 

even some laser treatments to top it all off.  Hollywood calls! 

T: I really think you should reconsider. Bolivia may be a wonderful country, but who 

monitors their procedures? What about follow-up care and compensation if something goes… 

E: Stop! It seems I may indeed have some more thinking to do. Let’s let our listeners in on 

this story. Perhaps they can give me some good advice following our lesson. 

T: A good idea! Let’s begin!  
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 2  Listen to the passage and answer the two questions that follow. 

 

 Medical Care Abroad （2014-1- pre-1st  E, No. 21, 22） 

With the rising cost of health care in the U.S., more Americans are traveling to Asia and 

South America for major medical procedures. Getting treatment abroad can save them as 

much as 50%, even when airfare and accommodation are included. And in some cases, the 

medical institutions are as good as the best American hospitals. What’s more, organizations 

such as Joint Commission International have been set up to monitor and certify hospitals 

that offer treatment to foreigners for the quality of care they provide.   

Nevertheless, Professor Glenn Cohen believes several issues should be considered before 

Americans opt for treatment abroad. He cautions that if something goes wrong during the 

procedure, it may be difficult to obtain compensation from hospitals overseas. Follow-up care 

in the U.S. is another consideration, as some doctors are reluctant to treat people who have 

undergone medical procedures abroad. 
 

【Questions】  

Answer the following 2 questions, spending 30 seconds on each. 

 

No.1 What is the main function of Joint Commission International? 
No.2 What is one issue for Americans to consider before going abroad? 

 

 

 (The choices below are just for reference.) 

No. 1 (21) 1  To send medical volunteers abroad. 

  2  To promote affordable health care in the U.S. 

  3  To endure the quality of foreign medical institutions. 

  4  To deal with complaints by unsatisfied patients. 

 

No. 2 (22)  1  U.S. doctors may not want to provide aftercare. 

  2  Costs can be high once all expenses are included. 

  3  It may be hard to communicate with hospital staff. 

  4  They may not be able to keep their medical records. 
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 3  Let’s study vocabulary and expressions 

 

Listen to my Japanese and repeat after Edward 

 

1 高い費用が掛かる医療処置 major medical procedure 

2 治療 treatment 

3 航空運賃 airfare 

4 宿泊 accommodation 

5 医療機関 medical institution 

6 認証する certify 

7 ～を選ぶ opt for ～ 

8 手に入れる obtain 

9 補償金 compensation 

10 
医療処置を受けた後の経過を 
診る診察や追加の治療 

f ollow-up care 

11 熟慮すべき事柄 consideration 

12 ～するのに気が進まない reluctant to ～ 

13 治療などを受ける undergo 

 

 

 4  Listen to the passage and once more answer the two questions that follow. 

 

Medical Care Abroad （2014-1- pre-1st  E, No. 21, 22） 

With the rising cost of health care in the U.S., more Americans are traveling to Asia and 

South America for major medical procedures. Getting treatment abroad can save them as 

much as 50%, even when airfare and accommodation are included. And in some cases, the 

medical institutions are as good as the best American hospitals. What’s more, organizations 

such as Joint Commission International have been set up to monitor and certify hospitals 

that offer treatment to foreigners for the quality of care they provide.   

Nevertheless, Professor Glenn Cohen believes several issues should be considered before 

Americans opt for treatment abroad. He cautions that if something goes wrong during the 

procedure, it may be difficult to obtain compensation from hospitals overseas. Follow-up care 

in the U.S. is another consideration, as some doctors are reluctant to treat people who have 

undergone medical procedures abroad. 
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【Questions】  

Answer the following 2 questions, spending 30 seconds on each. 

 

No.1    What is the main function of Joint Commission International? 
No.2    What is one issue for Americans to consider before going abroad? 

 

 

 5  Repetition and Interpretation Drill 

 

The passage is read with pauses and Japanese interpretation. 

 

1) Repeat during each pause. Practice again and again until your repetition becomes perfect. 

2) Listen and interpret during the pauses. You should finish your interpretation before the 

model interpretation starts. Practice again and again. 

3) Shadowing and Interpretation. While listening to English, shadow the part in English. 

During the pauses, interpret into Japanese. 

 

Medical Care Abroad 

With the rising cost of health care in the U.S., / 

more Americans are traveling to Asia and South America / 

for major medical procedures. // 

Getting treatment abroad can save them as much as 50%, / 

even when airfare and accommodation are included. // 

And in some cases, / 

the medical institutions are as good as the best American hospitals. // 

What’s more, organizations such as Joint Commission International  / 

have been set up to monitor and certify hospitals / 

that offer treatment to foreigners for the quality of care they provide. // 

 Nevertheless, Professor Glenn Cohen believes / 

several issues should be considered / 

before Americans opt for treatment abroad. // 

He cautions that if something goes wrong during the procedure, / 

it may be difficult to obtain compensation from hospitals overseas. // 

 Follow-up care in the U.S. is another consideration, / 
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as some doctors are reluctant to treat people / 

who have undergone medical procedures abroad. // 

 

 

 6  Model answers 

 

Listen to the models and compare with your answers 

 

T: Now, Edward, what are your answers? No.1, ‘What is the main function of Joint 

Commission International?’ 

E: This group monitors and provides certification related to the quality of patient care at 

hospitals offering services to foreigners.  

T: Thank you. What is your answer for question No.2, ‘What is one issue for Americans to 

consider before going abroad?’ 

E: They should consider the possible difficulty in obtaining compensation if a mistake is 

made.  

T: Thank you. 

 

 

 7  Challenge 1 

 

T: Now, Edward is going to make a statement about the article. Please express your 

agreement or disagreement with this statement. You should continue to speak for at least 30 

seconds. 

E: I think Americans really should not seek medical help in other countries. The U.S.A. 

offers a very high standard of medical care at reasonable prices. When one factors in airfare 

and other related expenses, any treatment abroad will be much more expensive. We should 

use domestic health care services.  

 

E: Model. Now, let’s listen to Tets. He will show you a model. Listen and compare with your 

answer. 

T: This is not always the case. I heard that some hospitals in Asia and South America 

provide treatment that is competitive with medical institutions in the United States. Those 

who choose treatment overseas may be aware that some international organizations monitor 
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and certify hospitals in foreign countries for the quality of medical care they provide.  What’s 

more, they can save a lot of money by being treated at hospitals abroad. In some cases, they 

can save as much as 50 percent by getting treatment abroad, even taking airfare and 

accommodation into account.  

 

 

 8  Challenge 2 

 

E: Please listen. Disagree with the following statement for at least one minute. Your 

statement should include some points introduced in the passage that you have listened to. 

Ready? 

 

T: Undergoing medical treatment abroad can often be the best option. Many countries now 

offer a very high level of skill and technology for people wishing to have good medical care at 

more affordable prices. While it is true that travel expenses do add to the overall cost, this is 

often offset by the significantly lower prices of procedures in many other countries. There 

really is no downside!  

 

T: Model. Now let’s listen to Edward. He is going to show you a model. Listen and compare 

with your statement. 

 

E: While much of what you say is indeed true, there are some significant downsides to 

consider. Foreigners may have fewer legal rights outside their country of residence. If some 

sort of medical malpractice should occur, they may not have any meaningful legal recourse 

at their disposal. I mean, it is often difficult to demand compensation from a foreign hospital. 

In addition, aftercare should be considered. Some physicians might be reluctant to do the 

necessary follow-up care on a patient whose procedures were done abroad. While there may 

be a financial upside to medical tourism, money saved is not the whole story. I would hope 

that anyone considering medical care in a foreign country would give a lot of thought to 

everything involved, but especially the complexities of follow-up care and compensation in 

the event of medical malfeasance. 
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 9  Closing Dialogue 

 

T: So, Edward! What do you think now? 

E: Hmmm… There does seem to be more to this than meets the eye. I wouldn’t want to 

return home to irresolvable complications. Oh, but I would look so good with that face lift!   

T: Your face is fine. Now…to be honest…the tummy tuck might do you some good… 

I mean…Your tummy is a bit… 

E: うるさい! Ahh… Well, I suppose I could use a diet. Wait! Let me look in that mirror on 

the wall over there. 

T: Er… surely… Be my guest. 

E: Hey! I’m actually a very good-looking guy! Who needs cosmetic surgery with a face like 

this?!   

T: Edward, isn’t the real issue here self-image? Shouldn’t people care about us because of 

what we are as people rather than our physical appearance?  

E: That’s a good question.   

T: Let’s leave our listeners with some food for thought as usual. 

E: A good idea. What do you think about medical tourism? Do people think too much about 

outward appearances? Perhaps, on the other hand, image is essentially important. Please 

discuss it!  

T: In English, of course!  

E: On that note: 

T&E:  SEE YOU NEXT TIME!! 
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