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More than ever before, working professionals

need to be able to communicate effectively.
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Even with the advent of
translation/interpretation devices, we need to

understand the basic concepts of ESP so that

what we communicate can be properly mediated.

This is a paradigm shift—what began as a search
for effective ways to teach nonnative English
speakers can now even help native English
skills needed for

speakers acquire the

professional communication.
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One of the main characteristics of ESP in the
21%t century is drawing its strength from broad
theoretical foundations, a commitment to
research-based language education, and the
subject-matter expertise of its students, EAP has
sought to reveal some of constraints of academic
contexts on language use and develop ways for
learners to gain control over these.
Although EAP emerged from the fringes of the
ESP movement in the 1980s, EAP has become
one of the independent branches of Applied
Linguistics and a much more theoretically

grounded and research-informed enterprise.
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