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Task A

Your teacher has asked you to read the following passage and summarize what the writer says about

pets at work. Your summary should be one paragraph of about 70 words.

Many people love to spend time with their pets at home. They enjoy taking
them for a walk in the park and playing with them in their free time. Of course
they also have to wash them, feed them, and take care of them. In the past, these
people did not think of taking their pets to work. However, over the past few years,
the situation has changed. Now, in more offices, factories, and even some shops,
employees can bring their pets with them to work.

Of course, not everyone thinks it is a good idea. For example, people might
trip over dogs and cats if they are running around and hurt themselves. Some animals
might bite people. Bigger animals might knock over computers. There is another
problem. Dogs often bark loudly when they are hungry or are left alone. Birds might
sing or call out loudly. This could make it hard for people in offices to do their work.

Supporters of pet-friendly policies would disagree. John Brown, who owns
a shop, says that people feel less stressed and work better with pets around. Jamie
White, a lawyer, often brings his pet to work because it helps him to relax. In addition,
pet owners often have to leave work earlier to feed their pets or take them for a walk.
If they could bring their pets to work, they would not have to worry about that. This
would please their managers.

There are good reasons for and against this trend. It will be interesting to see

what happens in the future.
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Task B

Your teacher has asked you to write an essay for class using the information below. Describe the

situation concerning schools in Greenhill and summarize the main points about the solutions that have
been suggested. In your conclusion, say which of the solutions you think would work the best based on
the reasons given. You should write about 200 words.

Students’ Problematic Behavior at
Schools in Greenhill
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Education News

There are several ways to deal with the
problems in Greenbhill schools. Mike Parker, the
principal at North Greenhill High School, thinks
that giving teachers more knowledge about
background issues is the first step. Parker talked
about his ideas at a recent meeting with parents.
“We have to educate teachers better about
problems like drug use and bullying,” Parker
said. He also pointed out that trouble at home
can lead to behavior problems at school. “Our
teachers need more information about this,”
he said. Parker wants to hold special classes for
teachers this summer. The classes would help
them understand the problems young people
face.

However, Parker suggested that other steps are
also necessary. For example, according to recent
studies, students are more comfortable talking
to counselors than to teachers. One reason is
that students can talk to counselors in private.
This allows students to discuss their feelings,
thoughts, and personal experiences more
easily. “Perhaps most importantly,” said Parker,
“counselors are trained to be good listeners.”
Many schools offer job counseling to students,
but not advice about personal problems. Parker
wants his school to hire more counselors as soon

as possible.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Dear Editor,

The situation at Greenhill schools is serious
and requires immediate action. | would like
to offer some advice, based on my many
years of experience as a junior high school
teacher. First, the classes in our local schools
are simply too large. Teachers cannot handle
so many students at once. Research has shown
that when schools reduce class sizes, student
performance improves. Teachers can spend
more time with each student, and students
get to know their teachers better. This may
not solve all of the current problems, but it is
a good place to start.

| also believe that many teachers do not
understand the challenges faced by today’s
students. The only way to solve this problem
is to give teachers better training. For
example, they could attend classes to learn
about how student behavior is affected by
stress at home. The classes could also provide
information about new kinds of illegal drugs
and what their dangers are. If teachers do not
have this type of special training, they will
not be able to help students. The problems in
our schools will only get worse.

Finally, | want to thank all of our teachers for
their hard work.

Sincerely,
Sarah Case
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